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These are my personal notes in the form of a "Dialogue Map". It illustrates how contributions to a
discussion can be organised around Issues, Ideas and Arguments (Pros/Cons). It is of course not the
'correct' representation, but it can serve as a way to reflect back the status of deliberations. We often

project the display for all participants to see in f-f and online meetings.

The tool used to map dialogue and arguments is Compendium, developed at the Open University, and
freely available at: compendium.open.ac.uk |am interested to hear from people who see applications

to peacemaking, or for instance, mapping the Girardian literature and its debates.

Simon Buckingham Shum / www.kmi.open.ac.uk/sbs

Q
Sourosh: It is as axiomatic to some -
muslims that their culture is superior, araieuee bl matfontn iy ke Bl =
as itis to some westerners. Both have «— : ! L
0 listen to the _meaningless. It is specific groups.

Superiority claims get us nowhere. They e toe colonised
9 «— point to the many evils that have come d
. from western culture: communism; world
"Clash of civilisations"? wars; colonisation...

9
.

Valenta: this conf. uses unusually
religious language not found at other
conferences. How do we make a
contribution to non-religious
communities?

Q

Sourosh: Envy of Muslims' certainty in — +
belief: religi lture i f o
dmfe': m’:;g::“;b‘e‘:_al":m';;";%“ «—Palaver: but we also need to ask what * Sourosh: yes, and this is what is
of ri‘gms In {ne latter, one must rights duties interfere with. We need happening in Islam as well in reformist
provide a reason ('it's my right" is not both, not either or circles
enough). "It's my duty" is sufficient.

Asymmetry.

Q

Sourosh: Scepticism should breed
tolerance: there should be space for
self-doubt.

Q
o Valenta: Discourse in public spaces: (o
Quality of inalisation o leads to
impoverished dialogue Valenta: We should NOT marginalise the

radical muslims by getting the moderates
_— on our side - how about we get on their

9 Q - side?
How to tackle radicals? Baruma: marginalise the radicals | p
—
Monjib: how to do this. Theologians need
to challenge radical reading, but

political isolation is impossible. How
to isolate Hamas?

. ,
Q = -

Valenta: Our national institutions < Baruma: Democracy doesn't work like Valenta: but the US president has global

cannot deal with isati he that: itici reach as never before due to

- international movements, eg anti-lraq people who vote for them, not globalisation. The NeoCons similarly
? war demos demonstrators dismissed the UN etc

+

Palaver: today everyone is in solidarity

T with victims, even terrorists. That's

2 the legacy of the Abrahamic revolution
(Sura 12 in Qu'ran: Joseph forgives his
Valenta: is the focus on the victim in brothers more strongly than in the
mimetic theory helpful? There is a lot bible). But this doesn't legitimise

of victim talk in public discourse in violence, as your example shows.

NL. The West is seen as the victim of
terrorists. How can we also talk about ¥~
ourselves as agents? Q

Panel Discussion Issues?...

Valenta: eg. Jesus moves from victim to
healer, as he heals the soldiers' ear

Q —

2 N Baruma: van Gogh's killer did not share

. 4 Monjib: home-grown problem. 1. 70% these charcteristics. The historical

Why is NL suffering most? muslims in NL are from the same Moroccan *~ factors you raise are red herrings. 9/11

region, which was dominated by instigators were not poor either. They

europeans. 2. Moroccans most pro go to war against police states in the

Palestinian of all. 3. Very poor. Middle East, which they identify with
the West.

b

Gil Baillie's position statement

Sourosh: many invasions were just
conquests, not colonisation
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Valenta: | have fewer children not
because | have lost hope in western
civilisation, but due to career! And
Muslims will also adapt their behaviour

/@

Baillie: Secularism cannot sustain a
civilisation -~ it lacks the roots.

Q

This is the hard truth: the
n Europe is the loss of
Christian faith, and loss of
self-confidence (low birth rate). This
last happened after WWI. "The future
belongs to those who show up for it".
The worst way to revive Christian
culture is in reaction, against a
perceived Islamic threat.

Baillie: Islam sanctions violence - in
the Qu'ran and Mohammed's example.
Moderates seem unable to refute radical
theology. Islamic societies are not
free. It's the Jews who are still under
threat. These have to be part of genuine

\

»

-

Baruma: Civilisations as a whole are not

unique - though specific customs may be.

Freedom of speech is found in many
civilisations.

//
e
Baruma: Christianity can't be credited
wi}h enlightenment values

/e

Valenta: your story is one of war, but
we're here to write stories of peace.
/

,/Palaver. that is a Jihadist view!

Mohammed was "Jesus + Constantine".
Biographies of Mohammed give a more
complex account than your black and

white image.

374
Sourosh: Yes, there is no religious
freedom in Islamic countries, but in the
west you are not tolerant of
intolerance. Tony Benn: leave if you do
not support tolerance. That was the same
logic behind single religious policies.
Remember that Jews fled Christians, to
Muslim lands where they enjoyed
religious freedom.

Q

Monjib: Islam is very different in
different countries. The unifying
feature is that religion is used to
Jjustify politics and practices, even
when the connection seems tenuous, eg.
to support ideologies/practices that are
quite different, or western.

—
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Monjib: Comb ideology di ped i
Islam due to colonialism. Only 50yrs
since that ended, but it will weaken.

n

\ =
Valenta: | don't feel oppressed as a
\lew. You have to be very specific with
\\ “\such descriptions
\\ i
=

Monjib: Read your history. Morocco
granted protected status to Jews. Many
les that chall implisti
statements about civilisations'
superiority.
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Sourosh: at certain times in arab

4

“— Baillie: yes, but real dialogue includes

candour. There are blistering critiques
of the west, and there needs to be v-v

s

history, aggression was the best form of . Sourosh: "Jihad" is always about one

defence, until you became powerful
enough, then it stopped. Jihadist ideas
in Afghanistan were used to mobilise
resistance to the USSR.

nation i ing its ideas on
state. (cf. US as well). But this does
not apply to individuals and groups.




